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two centuries before.    The balance of power was sup-
posed to be in danger, and England, France Alliance of
and  Prussia united  in   a defensive alliance, Pa^ove/"'

'   oeptember 3,

known as the Alliance of Hanover.                   1725-

The King of Prussia was won over by the promise of
France and England to guarantee his succession to Juliers
and Berg. Juliers and Berg, it will be re- Juliersand
membered, formed part of the Cleves inheri- Bers-
tance, which was divided between Brandenburg and
Neuburg, with the stipulation that if male issue failed to
either house, the other should inherit the whole. This
contingency seemed now likely to occur in the case of
Neuburg, and it was known that the Elector Palatine,
the representative of the Neuburg line, wished to bequeath
the duchies to the Sulzbach branch of his house.

Against the alliance of Hanover the Emperor would
of course have been powerless had he not succeeded in
detaching the King of Prussia from it, a stroke . . .
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of policy which proved easier than might have of Frederick
been expected. The king had hardly con- william-
sented to the alliance before he began to repent of the
precipitation with which he had acted. Though he had
often been slighted and insulted'by the Emperor, he re-
mained ardently loyal to the Empire, and felt uneasy at
having joined with its natural enemies the French. He
feared that he was being drawn into wide schemes which
he would not be able to control, and that he might have
to fight for objects in which he had no interest. The
balance of power was indeed of vital importance to him,
more so than to either England or France ; but he had no
commerce to suffer from the rivalry of the Ostend Com-
pany, nor did it matter to him whether Spain or England
held Gibraltar. He suspected that England and France
were aiming at the destruction of Austria, and a partition
of her dominions, a prospect that filled him with horror.
Nor could it escape his penetration that, in the event of